[image: image1.png]TOWN OF OAKFIELD

P.O. BOX 10
OAKFIELD, MAINE 04763

OFFICE OF OAKFIELD INTERCHANGE FOR 1-95
SELECTMEN AND TOWN MANAGER 1 MILE FROM MUNICIPAL BUILDING
TEL. 207-757-B479
FAX 207-757-8511

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
RESOLUTION

Whereas, Evergreen Wind Power II, LLC has sought permission from the
Maine Department of Environmental Protection [“MDEP”] to construct a 34
turbine, 51 MW commercial wind farm project in the Town of Oakficld, Maine
[the “Oakfield Project”]; and

e
Whe;eas, MDEP regulatory review of the Oakfield Project permit
application¥ss nearly complete, with a final favorable decision expected
imminently; and

Whereas, a final permit decision on, and actual development of, the
Oakfield Project will help to advance the announced policy goals of the State of
Maine to install 2,000 MW of electric wind power generating capacity in the
o State of Maine by 2015 and 3,000 MW by 2020; and

Whereas, construction and commercial operation of the Oakfield Project
would confer substantial economic and financial benefits on the Town of
Oakfield, the Town’s residents, and the surrounding region; and

Whereas, the Town of QOakfield, through its Wind Energy Review
Committee, conducted a detailed review of the proposed Oakfield Project,
including a review of construction, health and safety, environmental, and other
significant considerations, and

Whereas, Oakfield’s local review process provides a model for local
communities to review proposed commercial wind farm projects; and

Whereas at a Special Town Meeting held on March 17, 2009, the
residents of the Town of Oakfield approved a Tax Increment Financing District
for the First Wind project with a vote of 58 to 1; and

Whereas, at a well-attended special Town meeting held on September 28,
2009, residents of the Town of Oakfield expressed their overwhelming support
for the Oakfield Project, by approving a tax increment financing credit
enhancement agreement (120 to 11), a community benefit agreement (123 to 9},
and rejecting a moratorium on wind energy facilities (14 voted for a
moratorium; 127 voted against a moratorium); and

“The Switzerland of Aroostook County”



[image: image2.png]Whereas, construction of commercial wind farm projects in Maine and
the United States has been significantly assisted by provisions of the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 [“ARRA”], which requires qualifying
commercial wind farm projects such as the Oakfield Project to begin
construction by December 31, 2010 and be placed in service by December 31,
2012 to receive assistance under that Act; and

Whereas, available MDEP permit appeals by project opponents have the
potential of delaying financing and construction of the Oakfield project beyond
the deadlines set by ARRA to begin construction and be placed in service; and

Whereas, potential delays due to possible MDEP permit appeals have
caused First Wind to consider the removal of wind turbines previously delivered
to the Town of Qakfield, so they may be used on a site ready for immediate
development in the State of Utah; and

Whereas, removal of the turbines in the Town of Oakfield would
significantly delay construction of the Oakfield Project, its associated economic
and financial benefits, and attainment of Maine’s state-wide wind power goals.

Now, therefore, the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Oakfield
hereby resolve as follows:

(1) We hereby reaffirm the Town of Oakfield’s support for construction of
a commercial wind farm project by First Wind in this community, as currently
proposed, and the process utilized by the Oakfield Wind Energy Review
Committee (whose report is attached to this Resolution);

{2) We hereby request the Town Manager and counsel to monitor the
issuance and terms of the MDEP permit for the Oakfield Project;

(3) We express concern about the possible delay in construction or
potential loss of the proposed Oakfield Project, due to the appeals process
available to project opponents under Maine law, that could result in the loss of
the turbines for the Oakfield Project and facilitate construction of a wind farm
project in the State of Utah that was approved under a different review process
than the process that exists in Maine;

(4) We ask that the Governor’s office consider necessary amendments to
Maine’s Site Location of Development Law, to further expedite the review and
appeals process for commercial wind farm projects in Maine in light of the
ARRA “in service” and “in construction” deadlines, and to encourage First Wind
and potential appellants to enter into non-binding mediation around a final
process for final resolution of issues in order to avoid lengthy appeals;



[image: image3.png](5) We ask Maine’s Congressional delegation to propose necessary
amendments to all applicable deadline provisions set in the ARRA, including
the ARRA “in service” and “in construction” deadline provisions relating to the
construction of commercial wind farm projects, so as to assure the availability
of ARRA assistance to those projects that would otherwise qualify for ARRA
assistance, but that are delayed solely due to pending legal appeals of required
regulatory permit decisions;

(6) We request that the Town Manager communicate with Representative
Henry Joy and Senator Roger Sherman in order to further support a final
permit decision and actual development of the Qakfield Project; and

(7) We request that the Town Manager and counsel to undertake actions
consistent with this Resolution. We further direct the Town Manager to develop
recommendations concerning a budget and payment mechanism for payment of
counsel and any necessary consultants in this regard, and to report back to the
Board of Selectmen within two weeks. Counsel will not expect payment of fees
until terms of deferred payment are resolved.

Dated at Oakfield, Maine, this 40th day of December, 2009.

TOWN OF OAKFIELD BOARD OF SELECTMEN
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